Chapel Hill

= Umted Methodist Church

Pastor’s Message

December 1, 2025 CHUMC Family,
For a child has been born for us,

S EREIRER G e a son given to us;
Chapel Hill UMC authority rests upon his shoulders,
Staff and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Ry .J'D' Al Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. - Isaiah 9:6
Senior Pastor
Kate Whitaker Hendrick Isaiah prophesies in a time of great uncertainty. Assyria, at the direction

of King Sennacherib, descended upon Israel and sent the nation into
exile. Judah's sister nation and its bitter sibling rival fell at Assyria's hands

Minister of Families

Melissa Sky-Eagle which will soon give rise to a Semitic people known as Samaritans. With
Worship & Music this conquest, Assyria sets its eyes on Judah. The people of Judah are
filled with fear and long for deliverance.
Jill Cox
Office Manager Good news comes from the prophet Isaiah. Having already prophesied
that the young woman is with child in chapter 7, thus sharing with Ahaz
Jim Hanigan that his son, Hezekiah ("God is my strength") whom Isaiah identifies as
Building Manager Immanuel ("God Is with Us") will bring deliverance. Isaiah prophesies in

chapter 9 about the child now already born. Originally, this prophecy uses
a Hebrew convention known as theophoric naming in which this four-fold
naming of the child ("Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, and Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace") that is more about God than the one named.
And sure enough, Hezekiah, having made reforms to call Judah and its
people back to faithfulness, enters into the temple to pray as Assyria
threatens to plunder and destroy Judah. Lo and behold, as Hezekiah's
name and Isaiah's prophesies suggest, Judah shall be delivered into a
time of peace. Their longing for deliverance has been answered.

The followers of Christ also had a longing answered in Christ Jesus. They
longed for deliverance from oppression. For salvation. For justice. They
found that possibility to be real in Immanuel, though the answer would not
be as neat and tidy as they expected. It would come from following the
Christ child's way of grace and love rather than the world's way of
judgment and coercion. They would become witnesses to this way as it
continued to grow and spread through the world bringing reconciliation
and transformation. Their longing was both answered yet extended with
assurance of its ultimate fulfilment.

Continued on back page...



Prayer List |
CHUMC Home Bound Harry (Charles :
The Gee Family Loper's Neighbor) |
Yvette's kids Joel Brueland
Matthew Shivar Bill Chapman |
Aaron Brooks Melvin Bailey
Lynda Lyon (Iris Steve, John, & Susan

Shivar's Cousin) Staton |
Judy Bull David Peacock
Janis Coggshall Candy George |

Claudia Marchant Nancy Putnam

David Loper The Family of Kathy
Gary Fuls Guttierrez I
Corky Rawdon Cultivators

Jim Taylor (Ruth Fuls' Community Garden |

brother) Peace, healing, &
Kaye Bandy restoration in war- |
Don McCourtney torn areas
Iris Shivar Mass Shooting
Jasper Garrison Victims |
Ronnie Allen Hurricane Melissa :
Victims |
-r————————_——_ —— — — = —
| Announcements

I
| The Texas Boys Choir will be presenting a |
| Christmas concert at Spring Valley UMC on |
| December 7th at 4pm. Here is a link to |

purchase tickets: |
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/christmas-with- |
| texas-boys-choir-tickets- ¥
I
I
I
I
I

1830708691979?aff=oddtdtcreator

Our Communion Offering, Sunday, December
7% will support First Responders Care
Packages.

Join Us for Online Worship!
|- YouTube: bit. Iy/CHUMCYouTube ||

Continued...

Advent is a time of reflection on our longing for

. God's will to finally be fully done on earth as itis in
. heaven. We know Christ has come. Christ has

died. Christ has risen. Christ has ascended. And

- Christ will come again. God is with us and yet we

wait. We long for the day when love, compassion,

- and justice will bring reconciliation and oneness to

creation. Until then, we wait and bear witness to

' the one who shall return and fulfill all our longing.

. Grace and peace,

Rev. J.D. Allen

. Senior Pastor

Church Office Hours

Regular Office hours are
Monday through Thursday

10 AM -2 PM

If you have a pastoral care
emergency outside of office hours,
please contact our Senior Pastor,
Rev. J.D. Allen at (972) 467-7756.

BIRTHDAY REMINDER: Please let our church off/ce know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family
can acknowledge your special day. Your ‘year’ will remain private: office@chapelhillumc.org

Melanie Willhite 4-Dec
Kandy Burdette 13-Dec
Matt Schulz 16-Dec
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