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Pastor’s Message 
 
CHUMC Family, 
 
We celebrated Epiphany yesterday and it officially arrives tomorrow on the 
church calendar. In Epiphany, we recall how the stars, especially a particular 
star with an assist from the Hebrew scriptures, led the magi to the side of Jesus. 
From their study of the stars, they discerned the king of the Jews had been born 
(spoiler alert: not Herod or his child). The scriptures pointed to this child being 
the Messiah who would save the people. 
 
The magi brought three gifts. The first two are mentioned in Isaiah 60, the Old 
Testament reading for the day. Gold was a gift given to a monarch. 
Frankincense signified the presence of the divine, such as the divine anointing 
someone, or, in Jesus' case, incarnation. The third gift, myrrh, was an oil used 
for embalming but also for anointing priests. Here was Jesus: prophet, priest, 
and king. Jesus is the ruler of creation, anointed by God as Savior of the world, 
and appointed as both suffering servant and sacrifice and the priest who 
administers the sacrifice. He is the one who will set us free from sin and death. 
 
All that from a star. 
 
In the Horizon Texas Conference, we have a north star initiative: to multiply, 
become younger, and more inclusive. This initiative is not for the sake of 
numbers, valuing younger people more, and being woke as some may claim. It's 
about recognizing who Jesus is, as the shepherds and magi, two previously 
thought unlikely types to be included, did. It's about Jesus, Love in the flesh, as 
a remedy for our tendency toward outrage and distrust toward others. It's about 
revealing to younger generations that are increasingly lonely that there is a God 
and a community of faith who loves them. It's about including those who, 
whether because of race, sex, gender, economic status, or any other label of 
differentiation we may use to close doors, have been previously excluded.  
 
Ultimately, it's about our lifelong journey of each and every one of us working out 
our salvation together in response to God's free grace. The star in the sky invites 
us to follow Christ in the transformation of our hearts and minds and in being a 
part of God's transformation of the world. 
 
 

Grace and peace, 
 
Rev. J.D. Allen 
Senior Pastor 

 

 



BIRTHDAY REMINDER:  Please let our church office know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family 

can acknowledge your special day.  Your ‘year’ will remain private:  office@chapelhillumc.org  
  

 

Announcements  
 
 

Pastor J.D. Allen will be out of the office 

January 5th through the 8th. 

 

 Brown Bag Fellowship Lunch will be on Sunday, 

January 18, 2026. Everyone brings their own brown 

bag lunch. The Church will furnish tea, water, and a 

tray of cookies from Sam’s. 
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Prayer List 
CHUMC Home Bound 
The Gee Family 
Yvette's kids 
Matthew Shivar 
Aaron Brooks 
Lynda Lyon (Iris 

Shivar's Cousin) 
Judy Bull 
Janis Coggshall 
Claudia Marchant 
David Loper 
Gary Fuls 
Corky Rawdon 
Jim Taylor (Ruth Fuls' 

brother) 
Kaye Bandy 
Don McCourtney 
Iris Shivar 
Jasper Garrison 
 

Melvin Bailey 
Candy George 
Jim Hanigan 
Roxanne Rawdon 
Barbara Tatum 
Steve, John, & Susan 

Staton 
The Family of Bill 

Chapman 
Cultivators 

Community Garden 
Peace, healing, & 

restoration in war-
torn areas 

Mass Shooting 
Victims, Incl. Brown 
University 

Hurricane Melissa 
Victims 

 

  

 

Join Us for Online Worship! 
 

YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/chapelhillumc 

Happy Birthday! 

Altogether Bold Women's Retreat 2026 

Friday, January 30 - Sunday, February 1, 2026  

Glen Rose, Texas 

Join us from Friday, January 30, to Sunday, 

February 1, 2026, as we journey with remarkable 

women who embody Altogether Bold living: 

Rizpah's unwavering protection, Rahab's 

courageous leap of faith, Mary's brave "yes" in the 

Magnificat, and the joyful support shared between 

Mary and Elizabeth.  Their stories reveal that true 

boldness isn't about fearlessness - it's about 

faithful obedience even when the path seems 

uncertain. 

For two nights and three days, we'll worship 

together, rest in God's presence, and discover how 

God empowers ordinary women to live with 

courage, love, and hope with confident 

expectation. 

Come, embrace the bold woman God has created 

you to be. 

Registration Fee Includes: worship services, 

powerful preaching, breakout groups, lunch and 

dinner on Saturday, materials, a welcome bag, and 

a t-shirt. (Does not include lodging.) 

Location:  Glen Lake Camp, 1102 NE Barnard 

Street, Glen Rose, TX, 76043 

Event Times:  Friday, January 30 - 7pm | 

Concludes Sunday, February 1 - 12pm 

For more information go to 

https://htcumc.jotform.com/252648052348056 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jazmin DeLeon 6-Jan 
Jazlin DeLeon 6-Jan 
Margarita Ochoa 11-Jan 
Sandra Hammett 12-Jan 
Glen Womble 15-Jan 

 

Linda Horton 22-Jan 
Janis Coggshall 22-Jan 
Barbara Tatum 29-Jan 
Sarah Bandy 30-Jan 
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