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Pastor’s Message 
 
CHUMC Family, 
 
 
"When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 
John the Baptist sits in prison likely aware of his most likely fate. He had 
presided in the wilderness as a prophet bearing witness to his cousin Jesus, the 
Messiah, leading to many being baptized and disturbing the powers that be. 
Here, in Chapter 11, he is wrestling with questions as he ponders his fate. Has 
his commitment as a prophet been worth it? Was he right to be so committed to 
Jesus? 
 
We celebrated the joy that comes with Christ entering this world in worship 
yesterday. We know the good news God brings of peace one earth and good will 
toward all people. Yet our life circumstances and state of the world may cause 
us questions similar to John's. "Um, Jesus, are you really the Messiah or are we 
waiting for another. I'm suffering. Oppression of the poor and the 
marginalized continues in our world. War and genocide are thriving. Civil rights 
are on the wane. Are you the one? 
 
Jesus points John to find the joy in the lights revealing themselves in the 
darkness. People cleansed of disease. The deaf hearing. The crippled walking. 
The poor are given triumphant good news that God is with them. Hallelujah! 
 
We can see these lights today and know God remains at work to heal and 
transform our world. And we, like John, are called to speak the good news and 
offer up belonging, generosity, and solidarity to the poor and marginalized in the 
darkness. We are called to pray in faith that God's reign will come, and God's 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
May we rest assured with great joy that Jesus is the one. 
 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Rev. J.D. Allen 
Senior Pastor 

 
 

 



BIRTHDAY REMINDER:  Please let our church office know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family 

can acknowledge your special day.  Your ‘year’ will remain private:  office@chapelhillumc.org  
  

 

Announcements  
 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is 

Wednesday, December 24th at 7 PM. 

 

 

Our Communion Offering on Christmas Eve 

will support Mercy Ships. 
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Prayer List 
CHUMC Home Bound 
The Gee Family 
Yvette's kids 
Matthew Shivar 
Aaron Brooks 
Lynda Lyon (Iris 

Shivar's Cousin) 
Judy Bull 
Janis Coggshall 
Claudia Marchant 
David Loper 
Gary Fuls 
Corky Rawdon 
Jim Taylor (Ruth Fuls' 

brother) 
Kaye Bandy 
Don McCourtney 
Iris Shivar 
 

Jasper Garrison 
Joel Brueland 
Bill Chapman 
Melvin Bailey 
Steve, John, & Susan 

Staton 
Candy George 
Jim Hanigan 
Cultivators 

Community Garden 
Peace, healing, & 

restoration in war-
torn areas 

Mass Shooting 
Victims 

Hurricane Melissa 
Victims 

 

  

 

Join Us for Online Worship! 
 

YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/chapelhillumc 

Happy Birthday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 

Regular Office hours are 

Monday through Thursday 

10 AM – 2 PM 

If you have a pastoral care  

emergency outside of office hours,  

please contact our Senior Pastor,    

Rev. J.D. Allen at (972) 467-7756. 
 

Melanie Willhite 4-Dec 

Kandy Burdette 13-Dec 

Matt Schulz 16-Dec 
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