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Pastor’s Message 
 

CHUMC Family, 
 
 
In the Allen household, we have long topped our Christmas trees not with 
an angel or a Star, but believe it or not, a Grinch.  
 
Aghast! A Grinch! That hater of Who's with their Who-pudding and their 
rare Who-roast beast. Who despises Who-singing as they sing, and 
they Sing! Sing! Sing! Sing! 
 
It's true. I have long read the story of The Grinch Who Stole Christmas as 
a Seussian gospel story. The Grinch, just north of Whoville, hates 
Christmas and seems to be most likely curmudgeonly and judgmental 
about a lot of things. Quite possibly because his heart was two sizes too 
small. Yet at the story's climax, with the Grinch having enacted his plan to 
steal Christmas and spare himself the noise, he looks down on Whoville 
and hears the song of Christmas.  
 
It is that moment that he realizes Christmas is about the toys, the noise, 
the Who-pudding, or the rare Who-roast beast. There's a spirit of 
Christmas that transcends all the noise. And his heart grew three sizes 
that day. 
 
The Christmas spirit transcends all our commercialization. It transcends 
our self-righteousness and judgment. It transcends our division. It sings of 
God’s love embodied in one who would and will rule over all creation with 
steadfast love. This love transforms of hearts, souls, and minds and 
transforms the world.  
 
The Grinch sits atop our tree because the spirit of Christmas filled him 
with love. May we, this Christmas, embrace this Spirit and bear witness to 
the Spirit of Christmas found in Jesus so our hearts and the hearts of our 
neighbors may grow three sizes on Christmas Day. 
 
 

Grace and peace, 
 
Rev. J.D. Allen 
Senior Pastor 

 

 



BIRTHDAY REMINDER:  Please let our church office know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family 

can acknowledge your special day.  Your ‘year’ will remain private:  office@chapelhillumc.org  
  

 

Announcements  
 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is 

Wednesday, December 24th at 7 PM. 

 

 

Our Communion Offering on Christmas Eve 

will support Mercy Ships. 
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Prayer List 
CHUMC Home Bound 
The Gee Family 
Yvette's kids 
Matthew Shivar 
Aaron Brooks 
Lynda Lyon (Iris 

Shivar's Cousin) 
Judy Bull 
Janis Coggshall 
Claudia Marchant 
David Loper 
Gary Fuls 
Corky Rawdon 
Jim Taylor (Ruth Fuls' 

brother) 
Kaye Bandy 
Don McCourtney 
Iris Shivar 
Jasper Garrison 
Joel Brueland 

Melvin Bailey 
Candy George 
Jim Hanigan 
Roxanne Rawdon 
Steve, John, & Susan 

Staton 
Josephine Wilmoth 
The Family of Bill 

Chapman 
Cultivators 

Community Garden 
Peace, healing, & 

restoration in war-
torn areas 

Mass Shooting 
Victims, Incl. Brown 
University 

Hurricane Melissa 
Victims 

 

  

 

Join Us for Online Worship! 
 

YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/chapelhillumc 

Happy Birthday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 

Regular Office hours are 

Monday through Thursday 

10 AM – 2 PM 

If you have a pastoral care  

emergency outside of office hours,  

please contact our Senior Pastor,    

Rev. J.D. Allen at (972) 467-7756. 
 

Melanie Willhite 4-Dec 

Kandy Burdette 13-Dec 

Matt Schulz 16-Dec 
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