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Pastor’s Message 
 
 
 

CHUMC Family, 
 
"Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect." Matthew 5:48 
 
Ugh. This again. Perfection. Not possible. I can strive all day, every day 
for this and just leave myself exhausted and full of despair wondering if 
I will ever please God. 
 
The Greek word used here in the gospel is telios. It speaks of perfection 
not as a state of absolute mural flawlessness, but of maturity and 
completeness.  
 
What does this look like in the context of the Sermon on the Mount? 
Here it means a radical form of mercy (Luke uses "merciful" rather than 
"perfect") and love laid up throughout the sermon but especially in 
terms of loving not only your neighbor, but your enemy as well. It's 
much easier to seek amends with a neighbor when we do harm. We 
value them and want to maintain that relationship. But our enemy? We 
might be tempted to say, "Turnabout is fair play." But 
completeness/maturity in Christ leads us to have mercy and seek 
amends even with our enemy. It leads us to have compassion on our 
enemy when they are suffering and in need. 
 
We reflect on this each time we receive Holy Communion when we 
hear of God's mercy from Romans 5: While we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us.  
 
While this is still a hard teaching, it's not the impossible feat we think 
was laid before us, especially by God's grace. In fact, it reminds us that 
the perfect God is merciful to us even, especially, when we mess up. 
We simply show our maturity by returning that mercy to God by 
showing it our neighbor...and our enemy. 
 
 

Grace and peace, 
 
Rev. J.D. Allen 
Senior Pastor 

 

 



BIRTHDAY REMINDER:  Please let our church office know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family 

can acknowledge your special day.  Your ‘year’ will remain private:  office@chapelhillumc.org  
  

 

Announcements  
 

Our February Mission Emphasis will support 
Metrocrest Services. Urgent needs are mac & 
cheese, rice, canned peaches, canned chicken, 
canned tuna, canned corn. 
 
Our next Church Council Meeting is tonight at 6 

PM. 

Our next Brown Bag Fellowship Lunch is Sunday, 

February 15 at 11:30 am. Everyone brings their own 

brown bag lunch. The Church will furnish tea, water, 

and a tray of cookies from Sam’s. 
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Prayer List 
CHUMC Home Bound 
The Gee Family 
Yvette's kids 
Matthew Shivar 
Aaron Brooks 
Lynda Lyon (Iris 

Shivar's Cousin) 
Judy Bull 
Janis Coggshall 
Claudia Marchant 
David Loper 
Gary Fuls 
Corky Rawdon 
Jim Taylor (Ruth Fuls' 

brother) 
Kaye Bandy 
Don McCourtney 
Iris Shivar 
Jasper Garrison 
 

Melvin Bailey 
Candy George 
Roxanne Rawdon 
Barbara Tatum 
Laura Franklin 
Rick Cumby 
Steve, John, & Susan 

Staton 
The family of Edrese 

Hanigan 
The family of Betty 

Dodd 
Cultivators 

Community Garden 
Peace, healing, & 

restoration in war-
torn areas 

Mass Shooting 
Victims 

Minneapolis 

 

  

 

Join Us for Online Worship! 
 

YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/chapelhillumc 

Happy Birthday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 

Regular Office hours are 

Monday through Thursday 

10 AM – 2 PM 

If you have a pastoral care  

emergency outside of office hours,  

please contact our Senior Pastor,    

Rev. J.D. Allen at (972) 467-7756. 

 

Brianna Lopez 6-Feb 

Sarah Baird 26-Feb 

Kathy Scheihagen 26-Feb 
 

Please join us Wednesday, 

February 18th, at 6:00 pm 

at Christ UMC for          

Ash Wednesday Service. 

All are welcome. 

mailto:office@chapelhillumc.org

