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Pastor’s Message 
CHUMC Family, 
 
“But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the 
LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to 
stone me.” Exodus 17:3-4 
 
Imagine going from jubilation to utter dread. This was the sense that 
gripped the Israelites in their early days in the wilderness. After 
centuries of slavery and other forms of oppression, including the murder 
of children for being Israelites, they found freedom from Egypt. It was a 
joyous time. But then, they get dehydrated and the only water they 
come across is bitter. Then, they get famished, and bread comes from 
heaven. But, AGAIN, they are dehydrated. They complain. Moses asks 
why they are quarreling with him and testing the Lord, to which they 
respond, 
 
Why did you bring us out of Egypt to kill us and our children and our 
livestock with thirst?" 
 
The people had lost trust. They thought they were dealing with a 
prophet of a capricious God who would reveal his sovereignty by 
delivering a people from slavery just to wipe them out in the wilderness. 
 
Have you been there? I know I have. Already dealing with a neuropathy 
resulting in muscle atrophy, I suffered a series of joint failures/injuries in 
both knees and one elbow, the last of which requiring surgery. Life had 
already been a long physical struggle which was taking an increasing 
mental toll. I suffered from a low sense of self-worth. That combined 
with other factors at the time left me feeling that this was greater than 
Paul's thorn in the flesh. I felt like the Israelites: 
 
"Why did you lead me back into ministry only to wreck my body?" 
 
I thought about giving up. I thought about leaving the ministry, maybe 
even the faith? I felt like a failure to everyone around me.  
 
Continued on back page… 
 
 

 



BIRTHDAY REMINDER:  Please let our church office know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family 

can acknowledge your special day.  Your ‘year’ will remain private:  office@chapelhillumc.org  
  

 

Announcements  
 
 
 

 
Our next Brown Bag Fellowship Lunch is Sunday, 
March 15th at 11:30 am 
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Prayer List 
CHUMC Home Bound 
The Gee Family 
Yvette's kids 
Matthew Shivar 
Aaron Brooks 
Lynda Lyon (Iris 

Shivar's Cousin) 
Judy Bull 
Janis Coggshall 
Claudia Marchant 
David Loper 
Gary Fuls 
Corky Rawdon 
Jim Taylor (Ruth Fuls' 

brother) 
Kaye Bandy 
Don McCourtney 
Iris Shivar 
Jasper Garrison 
Melvin Bailey 
Candy George 

Roxanne Rawdon 
Barbara Tatum 
Laura Franklin 
Rick Cumby 
J.D.’s Brother-in-Law 
Terri Moore 
Steve, John, & Susan 

Staton 
The family and friends 

of Edrese Hanigan 
The family and friends 

of Betty Dodd 
The family and friends 

of Becca Watson 
Cultivators 

Community Garden 
Peace, healing, & 

restoration in war-
torn areas 

Mass Shooting 
Victims 

 

 

  

 

Join Us for Online Worship! 
 

YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/chapelhillumc 

Happy Birthday! 

Continued… 
 
Yet God, as with the Israelites, wouldn't let me 
go. I sense this presence of God that assured 
me, "You are not forgotten." Family, especially 
Katy and my kids, and friends gave me hope. I 
dug back into prayer, study, and worship. I am 
not physically healed but I have mentally 
accepted my limitations without despair. The 
Spirit within me feels more willing than it had felt 
in years.  
 
How is your life turned upside down right now? 
Do you feel forgotten? Please know God is with 
you and offers hope. Even when times are at 
their worst. God can be trusted. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Rev. J.D. Allen 
Senior Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 

Regular Office hours are 

Monday through Thursday 

10 AM – 2 PM 

If you have a pastoral care  

emergency outside of office hours,  

please contact our Senior Pastor,    

Rev. J.D. Allen at (972) 467-7756. 

 

JD Allen 8-Mar 

Aylah Schulz 8-Mar 

Cindi Moore 11-Mar 

Anna Schulz 12-Mar 

Lee Willhite 15-Mar 

Haley Byrd 16-Mar 

Kelly Lopez 17-Mar 
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