Pastor’s Message

July 6, 2026

CHUMC Family,

The biblical prophets and Jesus emphasized something that was essential to their
preaching and teaching: we claim falsely that we love God if we do not also truly love
our neighbor.

Jesus makes this clear in Matthew 9 when his opponents condemn his willingness to
eat with "tax collectors and sinners." He responds by saying, "“Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means,
‘| desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”
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In teachings such as these, Jesus joins in the Jewish prophetic tradition of exposing
false piety without lives of mercy and justice.

John Wesley taught in similar fashion in his sermon On Zeal. There, Wesley lays out
an image of concentric circles to illustrate the journey toward Christian Perfection in
which God's love fully envelopes our lives and drives our decision making through
the work of God's grace in our lives. Wesley writes of a progression in the life of faith
which begins with gathering together as the Church, including worship and
conferencing (what we may call small groups). From there, disciples grow in their
practices of piety, i.e., continued commitment to worship and conferencing as well as
personal practices of worship and devotion. Further progression leads to works of
mercy toward one's neighbor followed by the fruit of the Spirit, or what Wesley

I referred to as fruit meet for repentance before a disciple reaches the point of love
being enthroned on their heart.

There is significance in works of mercy, i.e. works of mercy and justice being located
closer to the center where love is enthroned on the heart. This was Wesley's
interpretation of the scriptures and the two great commandments affirming that one
cannot have love of God that is not accompanied by love of neighbor.

® How might we pray today that the love of God and love of neighbor be born in our
hearts today and born out in our lives?

Grace and peace,
Rev. J.D. Allen
Senior Pastor



Prayer List | |
CHUMC Home Bound Laura Franklin . :
The Gee Family Rick Cumby | |
Yvette's kids Terri Moore . .
Matthew Shivar Jim Hanigan : :
Aaron Brooks Nancy Hartman I |
Lynda Lyon Randall Hartman . .
Judy Bull Greg Hartman | |
Janis Coggshall Stacie Schlanger :
Claudia Marchant Joshua Plummer | |
David Loper Steve, John, & Susan
Gary Fuls Staton
Corky Rawdon Lou Peacock | |
Kaye Bandy Andrea Rains : :
Don McCourtney Cultivators Community | |
Iris Shivar Garden
Jasper Garrison Peace, healing, &
Melvin Bailey restoration in I |
Candy George war-torn areas : .
Roxanne Rawdon Mass Shooting Victims || | |
I I
I I
Announcements || |

October 19. We will read a chapter a day in

I
I |:
| Fall Bible Study will begin on September 8 through II
I
I

Galatians, Ephesians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 182 | Church Office Hours :

Timothy, Titus, and Philemon. The sign-up sheet is || I

| in the narthex. Once we know who is participating, |- Regular Office hours are :

| we will coordinate a time to gather once a week. || Monday through Thursday |

| Our next Boxed Lunch Fellowship will be Sunday, I: 10 AM -12 PM .
| July 19™ at 11:30 am. Sign up sheets are in the II

If you have a pastoral care |

emergency outside of office hours,
, please contact our Senior Pastor, |
YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube . I Rev. J.D. Allen at (972) 467-7756.

:I Join Us for Online Worship! I 1]
1

BIRTHDAY REMINDER: Please let our church office know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family
can acknowledge your special day. Your ‘year’ will remain private: office@chapelhillumc.orqg

Adam Lubbers 7-Jul Tom Wooldridge 12-Jul
Judy Bull 10-Jul Mitchell Davis 14-Jul
Becky Thompson 11-Jul John Fuls 14-Jul
Sherry Vineyard 11-Jul Daniel Bandy 17-Jul
/) A 2 Nathan  Freeman 11-Jul Nicholas Hendrick 23-Jul
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g EI,Y‘H’I&QQI Ava Allen 11-Jul Nancy Putnam 25-Jul
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