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Pastor’s Message 
CHUMC Family, 
 
Let us this week take one last look at John Wesley's 1781 sermon "On Zeal" 
as we seek to understand what Wesley means that zeal is rooted fully in 
nothing other than fervent love. 
 
First, Wesley says, if zeal is rooted only in fervent love, then prejudice, 
bigotry, and the spirit of persecution do not belong within Christian zeal. 
People, even we, may be zealous for these things, but it is not zeal. They are 
sin and should no longer be disguised as zeal for God. 
 
Second, if humility, lowliness, is a characteristic of zeal, then pride may not 
remain for it will quench the Spirit. 
 
Third, if we embrace meekness as the result of zeal, then raging against our 
neighbor and calling it righteous anger does not belong in the heart. Wesley 
calls mistaking such rage for zeal is "a bottomless pit," 
 
Fourth, if patience is characteristic of zeal, "then murmuring, fretfulness, 
discontent, and impatience, are wholly inconsistent with (zeal)." Those who 
make this mistake run out of patience with the ungodly in their minds and fail 
to realize this is sinful self-righteousness. 
 
Fifth, if the object of zeal is to be on "that which is good," then finding zeal for 
any evil thing is not properly called zeal. For Wesley, this included idol 
worship and even what he called an idolatrous regard for religious symbols 
although this came out of the strong 18th century, post-Reformation aversion 
to Catholicism. However, such idolatrous embrace of religious figures and 
symbols cand and does occur across the Christian spectrum and that of other 
religions. This can even take the form of bibliolatry in which our reverence for 
the Bible leads us to hatred, rather than love, of our neighbor. The same can 
be said for our nationalism, especially when we conflate our nation or any 
nation with the Reign of God and it is also used to justify hatred.  
 
Wesley would also instruct that a "fervor for indifferent things" such as the 
type of vestments and whether or not they are even worn. Today, we might 
consider indifferent things to be something such as the type of worship music 
or the color of carpet in the church. The same would go for religious opinions 
which led to the exclusion of others. 
 
Continued on back page… 

 



BIRTHDAY REMINDER:  Please let our church office know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family 

can acknowledge your special day.  Your ‘year’ will remain private:  office@chapelhillumc.org  
  

 

Announcements  
 

Youth Camp Thank You Lunch, August 16th, 
following worship.  
 
 
A Celebration of Life for Nancy Hartman is 
Saturday, August 15 at 1 pm with a reception to 
follow. 
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Prayer List 
CHUMC Home Bound 
The Gee Family 
Yvette's kids 
Matthew Shivar 
Aaron Brooks 
Lynda Lyon  
Judy Bull 
Janis Coggshall 
Claudia Marchant 
David Loper 
Gary Fuls 
Corky Rawdon 
Kaye Bandy 
Don McCourtney 
Iris Shivar 
Jasper Garrison 
Melvin Bailey 
Candy George  
Roxanne Rawdon 
Laura Franklin 
Rick Cumby 
Terri Moore  
 

Jim Hanigan  
Randall Hartman 
Greg Hartman 
Stacie Schlanger 
Joshua Plummer   
Steve, John, & Susan 

Staton 
Lou Peacock 
Andrea Rains 
Larry Rains 
Art Shorney-JD's 

Father-In-Law 
The family and friends 

of Linda Horton 
The family and friends 

of Nancy Hartman 
Cultivators Community 

Garden 
Peace, healing, & 

restoration in  
 war-torn areas 
Mass Shooting Victims 
 

 

  

 

Join Us for Online Worship! 
 

YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/chapelhillumc 

Happy Birthday! 

Continued… 
 
Zeal for Wesley, would rather be directed back to 
the concentric circles of love starting with the 
church, the works of piety, the works of mercy 
even more so than those of piety, and the holy 
tempers: humility, meekness, patience, and the 
love of God and neighbor. 
 
May our zeal be properly placed and may we 
grow deeply into God's love for us and all our 
neighbors. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Rev. J.D. Allen 
Senior Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Church Office Hours 

Regular Office hours are 

Monday through Thursday 

10 AM – 12 PM 

If you have a pastoral care  

emergency outside of office hours,  

please contact our Senior Pastor,    

Rev. J.D. Allen at (972) 467-7756. 

 

Faye Chapman 4-Aug 
Katie Whitaker Hendrick 6-Aug 
Juan Mendoza 8-Aug 
Garrison Allen 11-Aug 
Jonathon Fehlau 14-Aug 

 

Yvette Ysaguirre 18-Aug 
Robert Allen 18-Aug 
Meredith Freeman 23-Aug 
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