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Pastor’s Message
CHUMC Family,

Two weeks ago, | shared some thoughts from John Wesley's 1781 sermon "On Zeal"
in regard to how we might approach our current election season. This week, |
thought it would be helpful to review what Wesley is thinking of in terms of our faith
development and love being enthroned in our hearts.

Wesley describes faith development by drawing a series of concentric circles and
begins with the heart enthroned by love in response to God's love for us. In the
central circle are the holy tempers of "long-suffering, gentleness, meekness,
goodness, fidelity, and temperance." It is not far off from what Wesley intends here to
point to the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. When love, by God's grace and
our submission to that grace, is enthroned in our hearts, these spiritual traits
characterize the entirety of our lives.

In the next circle, as we move toward the exterior, are works of mercy. Wesley
considers these works of mercy for the care of the souls and bodies of our neighbors
through acts of compassion and justice to be means of grace. When we act out of
love for our neighbor, it is a means of grace in which we can know we are not only
giving God's grace and love but receiving God's grace and love and being more
formed in the holy tempers and true zeal rooted in love. Notice these works of mercy,
love of neighbor, are the circle closest to the holy tempers and entire sanctification.

In the next circle toward the exterior are works of piety. These works were long
considered means of grace before Wesley showed how works of mercy were also
means of grace. These include our personal and communal acts of worship and
devotion through study, prayer, meditation, fasting, and sacrament through which we
can know we encounter God's love and grace. When Wesley's General Rules called
people to do no harm, do good, and keep the ordinances of God, these are the
ordinances he intended. But why are they further from the holy tempers and love
being enthroned in our heart? Because the love of God in response to God's grace is
what forms us so that our zeal includes a selfless love for all our neighbors.

The outer circle is the Church. It is spread across the globe and, at its best, unites us
as one to grow in the zeal of love, the radical love of God and neighbor. It urges us
to the works of piety, so we know God and God's love, to take the next step by loving
others with the deep love God has for us, and then give ourselves over to God so
that the holy tempers of love are fully enthroned on our hearts.

Thanks be to God.
Grace and peace,

Rev. J.D. Allen
Senior Pastor



CHUMC Home Bound
The Gee Family
Yvette's kids
Matthew Shivar
Aaron Brooks
Lynda Lyon

Judy Bull

Janis Coggshall
Claudia Marchant
David Loper
Gary Fuls

Corky Rawdon
Kaye Bandy

Don McCourtney
Iris Shivar

Jasper Garrison
Melvin Bailey
Candy George
Roxanne Rawdon
Laura Franklin

Rick Cumby restoration in
Terri Moore war-torn areas
Mass Shooting Victims

Prayer List

Jim Hanigan

Randall Hartman

Greg Hartman

Stacie Schlanger

Joshua Plummer

Steve, John, & Susan
Staton

Lou Peacock

Andrea Rains

David Horton

Barbara Tatum

Kate Whitaker
Hendrick

The family and friends
of Linda Horton

The family and friends
of Nancy Hartman

Cultivators Community
Garden

Peace, healing, &

| Announcements

| Our net Church Council Meeting is Monday,

| August 10" at 6:30 PM.

| A Celebration of Life for Nancy Hartman will be
Saturday, August 15" at 1 pm with a light reception

| to follow.

Youth Camp Thank You Lunch, August 16th,
following worship. Please sign up in the Narthex so
I we can prepare food for all who attend.
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l. Join Us for Online Worship!
I! YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube

|! Facebook: www.facebook.com/chapelhillumc | ||
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Church Office Hours I

Regular Office hours are |
Monday through Thursday

10 AM - 12 PM

If you have a pastoral care |
emergency outside of office hours, :
please contact our Senior Pastor, |
Rev. J.D. Allen at (972) 467-7756.

BIRTHDAY REMINDER: Please let our church office know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family
can acknowledge your special day. Your ‘year’ will remain private: office@chapelhillumc.org

Htappy Birthday

Faye Chapman 4-Aug Yvette Ysaguirre 18-Aug
Katie Whitaker Hendrick 6-Aug Robert Allen 18-Aug
Juan Mendoza 8-Aug Meredith Freeman 23-Aug
Garrison  Allen 11-Aug
Jonathon  Fehlau 14-Aug
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