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, CHUMC Family,
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. Last week, we addressed the concern we sometimes have when we read scripture
Chapel Hill UMC and feel like it is not saying much to us. The prayerful option of reading scripture
Statt called lectio divina was offered as a possible aid to work through such a season.
Rev. J.D. Allen : , "
T i Another bible question | encountered recently was, "How should | read and

understand the bible?" This question is sometimes sparked by finding things in
; scripture that trouble us, not because they are stretching us in terms of faith or
Mellssa'Sky-EagIe ethics, but because we've seen harm done based on how these things are
Worship & Music interpreted and applied throughout history and the modern day. We also find
Jill Cox ourselves troubled because there are so many different approaches to and
interpretations of scripture, even among our family and friends, and we want to be
unified in community. We may also fear are in the wrong or our differences may
cause, especially in a divisive day like today, us to be shut out of a community we
have loved.

Office Manager

| became United Methodist over time as | saw the UMC's commitment to their
communities and learned about their theology, including their theology of the bible.

In simplest terms, our United Methodist theology asserts that the bible is
authoritative and normative for our lives. This is a common Christian belief but is
understood in a variety of ways. Our doctrinal statements place this normative and
authoritative reality of scripture in that it "contains all that is necessary unto
salvation." That which leads us to forgiveness and liberation from sin and death and
empowers us by the Holy Spirit to live for others rather than our selfish desires and
fully loving God and all our neighbors without partiality, and how this found fulfillment
in Christ, is found in the scriptures.

Three principles of interpretation, as laid out by Paul Chilcote in Multiplying Love,
can help us here. First, we read and understand scripture in terms of the whole
tenor, the whole narrative of scripture. Next, we read scripture by interpreting difficult
passages in light of passages with clearer meaning. Third, we read scripture within
the analogy of Christ. As followers of Christ, we believe who God is and what God
does is revealed in its truest form in Jesus Christ. This is our guide in interpreting
that which seems in conflict.
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Prayer List |

CHUMC Home Bound  Rick Cumby

The Gee Family Terri Moore

Yvette's kids Jim Hanigan |
Matthew Shivar Randall Hartman .
Aaron Brooks Greg Hartman |
Lynda Lyon Stacie Schlanger

Judy Bull Joshua Plummer |

Steve, John, & Susan
Staton

Janis Coggshall
Claudia Marchant

Continued... I

This is a short summary, but to go deeper |
recommend two recently released books: |

Things Hidden by Richard Rohr I
Better Ways to Read the Bible by Zach Lambert

May your engagement with scripture be blessed by
God's grace.

will support Shared Housing Dallas.

David Loper Lou Peacock |
Gary Fuls The family and friends || - :
Corky Rawdon of Linda Horton | Grace and peace, |
Kaye Bandy Palo Pinto County Rev. J.D. Allen .
Don McCourtney Wildfire Victims Senior Pastor :
Iris Shivar Cultivators Community | I
Jasper Garrison Garden . :
Melvin Bailey Peace, healing, & | |
Candy George restoration in -
Roxanne Rawdon war-torn areas . |
Laura Franklin Mass Shooting Victims I '
I I
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| Announcements | |
| I )
| , . | ,
Our Communion Offering Sunday, September 6"
| g 4 1 Church Office Houts I
| l :

| Fall Bible Study will begin on September 8 through

October 19. We will read a chapter a day in I:
I Galatians, Ephesians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 I
| Timothy, Titus, and Philemon. Sign up sheet is in the |_
| Narthex. |-
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l. Join Us for Online Worship! , |i
I! YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube I I:

I! Facebook: www.facebook.com/chapelhillumc | ||
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Regular Office hours are |
Monday through Thursday :

10 AM - 12 PM I

If you have a pastoral care |
emergency outside of office hours, :
please contact our Senior Pastor, |
Rev. J.D. Allen at (972) 467-7756.

BIRTHDAY REMINDER: Please let our church office know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family
can acknowledge your special day. Your ‘year’ will remain private: office@chapelhillumc.org

Angelo | Ochoa 16-Sep
Felice Reeves-Ricks | 21-Sep
Joanne | Marchant 22-Sep
Roxanne | Rawdon 23-Sep
) Kaye Bandy 26-Sep
| Emily Metzger 28-Sep
: Ruth Medcalf 29-Sep
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