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Pastor’s Message 
 

For the Second Sunday of Easter, we discussed how the good news of 
the resurrection points us to the hope of God's healing of humanity. 
Within this hope, we know the healing of our sin, in its individual, 
communal, and structural systemic forms will be overcome by the grace 
and power of the Risen Christ so that humanity can be one. When we 
believe in the power of the Risen Christ, we become witnesses to this 
power and the healing it provides us. 
 

Being witnesses of the Risen Christ entailed three aspects among the 
first disciples: 1) they proclaimed the resurrection of Christ, 2) they 
performed the signs and wonders like that we read of in Acts 3 
yesterday, and 3) they lived in a radical form of common life that 
revealed a stark alternative to the empires of the world. All three of 
these aspects were vital to revealing the Risen Christ to others in their 
communities. 
 

We can certainly proclaim the good news of the Risen Christ who loves 
all humanity and who calls us into a communal life that embraces all 
people in peace with justice that provides an alternative to the injustice 
that drives even the nations often thought of as the greatest.  
 

We may not be quite so sure what to do about the signs and wonders 
we see in scripture. Some believe these signs and wonders likely did not 
happen but it was a way the ancients wrote to emphasize the power of 
their God or gods at the time. Some think we do not see signs and 
wonders because we do not have faith. Others suggest signs and 
wonders come at certain times of revealing so it is not unexpected to be 
in an era when these are not encountered. We might say like Jesus said 
to Thomas and the other disciples, "Blessed are those who do not see 
and yet believe." Or, maybe, there are signs and wonders all around us 
that we simply do not notice. 
 

However, regardless of what one thinks of signs and wonders in our 
day and age, it remains vital that our common life bears witness to the 
new world where we view each other as humans created in God's image 
who need each other and deserve to survive and thrive as an alternative 
to the labeling that is so often placed on some humans to degrade their 
worth in the eyes of others so that the suffering and oppression 
experienced by our neighbors can be justified. 

 

Continued on the back… 



       

BIRTHDAY REMINDER:  Please let our church office know your birthdate, 

mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family can acknowledge your special day.  Your 

‘year’ will remain private:  office@chapelhillumc.org  
 

 

 

Join Us for Online Worship! 
 

YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
chapelhillumc 

Craig Davis 4/2 Caleb Moore 4/4     
Andy Hoelle 4/8 Scott Bandy 4/11     
Linda Pace 4/18 Sarah Womble 4/23     
Larry Rains 4/27 Fred Maxwell 4/29     
Aubrey Young 4/29 Brian Medcalf 4/30     
      
     
      

 

Prayer List 
CHUMC Home Bound 
The Gee Family 
Jocelyn Barnard 
Jennie Leamons 
Tom Sanders 
Project Transformation After 

School 
Alex Kaplinsky 
Scott Bandy 
Amy Swanson 
Judy Charvat 
Sylvia McFalls 
Debbie Coleman 
Nancy Hartman  
Beverly Holmes 
Lynda Vaughn 
Norma Wood 
Danny Halron 
Joy Conner 
 

Martha Johnson 
Ronnie Hinton 
Evelyn Womble 
Donna Daggett 
Pat Moore 
Neal Ellis  
Those affected by COVID-19: 
Nurses and Doctors 
All patients in hospitals 
Families who have lost people 

and cannot have funerals 
First responders 
Medical personnel who are 

working 
Parents of students 
Senior citizens in nursing homes 
Students and teachers taking 

classes online 
Those who have lost jobs 

 

 Pastor’s Message Part 2 
 
The Project Transformation After School 
Program and Summer Camp gives us an 
opportunity to embrace the oneness of the 
common life with our neighbors. It is vital that 
Chapel Hill UMC join together as a whole to offer 
radical hospitality so that it is clear to our 
neighbors participating in Project Transformation 
that they are a welcome and vital part of our 
community. We can help families register. We can 
greet them at the doors. We can dine with the 
children. We can read to the children either 
virtually or in person. We can attend Family Fun 
Nights. We can check in with families simply to 
see how they are doing. And we can respond with 
great vigilance when they have some significant 
need. In doing so, we will share the love and 
power of the Risen Christ in ways that will 
transform lives and make our community more 
whole as the healing of humanity takes shape 
among us. 

Pastor’s Message Part 3 
 
More details will be coming soon concerning how 
you and I can share this love and power through 
Project Transformation. Let us be witnesses of the 
healing of humanity that results from the power of 
the Risen Christ. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Rev. J.D. Allen 
Senior Pastor 

In-Person Office Hours 
We have expanded our in-person office 
hours! Please continue to call or email ahead of 
time to make an appointment if you have in-
person business. 

Our in-person hours are: 
Monday - Wednesday: 8 AM - 1 PM (Alec) 
Thursday - Friday: 8 AM - 1 PM (Adam) 

We will still be working the rest of our normal 
hours from home when we are not in the office. If 
you have prayer requests or if there's anything else 
you need, please send us an email at 
office@chapelhillumc.org. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 
 

In the case of a pastoral care emergency, 
please contact J.D. at (972) 467-7756 
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