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Pastor’s Message 

 

Yesterday, our Lenten reflections in worship brought us to the importance 
of attentiveness. Samuel, in his youth, learns the discipline of attentiveness 
to the urgings of YHWH, our God as named in the Hebrew Bible. Samuel 
differs from others throughout the Hebrew Bible, in this regard, especially 
in the books of Samuel and the Kings. The discipline Samuel learns in his 
youth stays with him throughout his life in contrast to almost all the other 
leaders in these four books, even David, the man after God's own heart. 

It was this attentiveness that offered the Israelites a pathway to hope and of 
being a light to the nations for the transformation of our human existence. 
Unfortunately, the Israelites, beginning with their demand for a king, did 
not have the same discipline of attentiveness as their prophet and leader 
Samuel. However, God continued to woo the Israelites and humanity, 
though the Israelites to the new life which offered hope for humanity. 

It was this same inattentiveness that struck the early church when 
Constantine rose to power in Rome and offered the Church a seat at the 
table of power. The Church, having been attentive to God and relying on 
God's grace despite numerous eras of persecution and suffering, suddenly 
accepted the keys to Roman power to add to the keys of the reign of God. 
The face of the Church changed dramatically as did the community of the 
Israelites when they demanded a king. 

During Lent, we are reminded of our failures of attentiveness, but also of 
God's grace despite our inattentiveness. We may not be attentive to God, 
but God remains fully attentive to us. In the Call to Lenten Observance, 
which we hear each Ash Wednesday, we are reminded that God's grace 
awaits us in the means of grace which are practices by which we can 
develop our attentiveness. We begin with acts of piety, such as personal and 
communal prayer, personal and communal searching of the scriptures, 
worship, sacrament, and fasting. These practices seek to train us to attune 
our ears to the wooing of God over all the other voices which seek our 
attention and seek to lure us away from hope. 

Then, we have the acts of compassion, which include the mercy of charity 
and the struggle of justice. 

Continued on the back… 



       

BIRTHDAY REMINDER:  Please let our church office know your birthdate, 

mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family can acknowledge your special day.  Your 

‘year’ will remain private:  office@chapelhillumc.org  
 

 

 

Join Us for Online Worship! 
 

YouTube: bit.ly/CHUMCYouTube 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
chapelhillumc 
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Prayer List 
CHUMC Home Bound 
The Gee Family 
Jennie Leamons 
Tom Sanders 
Judy Charvat 
Beverly Holmes 
Family of Norma Wood 
Danny Halron 
Neal Ellis 
Donna Daggett 
Tim Harrison 
Lynn & Dixie Copeland 
Gary & Judy Anderson 
Jayde Wisner's Nana 
Carter Tatum 
Donna Hoisington’s niece, Jana 
Jim Taylor 
Grandma Gloria 
Yvette's kids 
Adam Rice 
Brigit Ilona Fincham 
Betty Garrison 
Marie Rinker 
 

Martha Johnson, rehabbing at 
home 

Edrese Hanigan 
Nancy Williams 
Matthew Shivar 
Jim Hanigan 
Shivar Family in loss of Peggy 

Lyon 
Bobby, & Margaret Lyon 
Lauren Loper 
Sergio Plaza 
Those affected by COVID-19: 
Nurses and Doctors 
All patients in hospitals 
Families who have lost people and 

cannot have funerals 
First responders 
Medical personnel who are working 
Parents of students 
Senior citizens in nursing homes 
Students and teachers taking 

classes online 
Those who have lost jobs 

 

 
 

Pastor’s Message Part 2 
 

As we learn in the gospels, especially Matthew 25, 
as we offer aid to the poor and marginalized and 
work in solidarity with them for justice and 
deliverance from the structures of our civilization 
that result from inattentiveness to God that causes 
harm and suffering, our eyes are opened to the 
presence of God in the poor and marginalized as 
God seeks to woo us back to life. 
 
With this in mind, let's encourage one another to 
embrace the means of grace this Lent and seek to 
bring to God in this season as God seeks to share 
with us the hope of new life and the transformation 
of the world. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Rev. J.D. Allen 

 

Now Accepting Easter Lily Orders! 
 

Easter lilies may be ordered for $15 each. They will 
decorate our sanctuary on Easter Sunday. An insert 
honoring or remembering your loved one(s) will be 
placed in the bulletin. Your flower(s) will be 
available to take home after the service. All orders 
are due by Noon on Sunday, March 20. Please 
complete one form for each order and be sure to 
print legibly. Make checks payable to Chapel Hill 
UMC and place them on the desk in the church 
office. 
 

 
Bible Year 2022 Readings 

 
Monday, 3/14:      1 Sam. 25:1-28:25 
Tuesday, 3/15:      1 Sam. 29:1-31:13 

Wednesday, 3/16:      2 Sam. 1:1-4:12 
Thursday, 3/17:      2 Sam. 5:1-7:29 

Friday, 3/18:      2 Sam. 8:1-10:19 
Saturday, 3/19:      2 Sam. 11:1-14:33 

Sunday, 3/20:      2 Sam. 15:1-19:43 
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