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Pastor’s Message

CHUMC family,

We mentioned in worship yesterday that the scriptures we read together
were at the very foundation of the Wesleyan movement that has led to
multiple Wesleyan denominations including our beloved United Methodist
Church.

In Luke 24:13-32, we found two disciples walking to Emmaus. They don't
recognize Jesus has been walking with them until they recline to eat and
Jesus blesses and breaks the bread of their supper. Suddenly, Jesus is
revealed to them and departs as quickly as he was revealed. They
remark, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us
on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?"

It was just such an experience John Wesley had when he accepted his
brother Charles' invitation to the meeting at Aldersgate where he found
his heart strangely warmed and trusted in Christ alone for his salvation
and experienced the assurance that Christ "had taken away my sins,
even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.

Wesley would expound on such an experience of assurance in his
sermon "The Witness of the Spirit" in which he explains "the Spirit of God
directly 'witnesses to my spirit that | am a child of God': that Jesus Christ
has loved me." It is that Spirit of adoption in which the Spirit of God
empowers us to cry "Abba,"” and know we are set free for love. We, like
the young woman in Acts 16 and the disciples who were set free from
bondage, are set free to live and love the way Christ did.

Take time this Easter season to dine with Christ, feel your heart strangely

warmed as the new life of peace unlocks your heart and mind and
consider where Love may be leading you today.

Grace and peace,

Rev. J.D. Allen
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BIRTHDAY REMINDER: Please let our church office know your birthdate, mm/dd/yyyy, so your church family
can acknowledge your special day. Your ‘year’ will remain private. office@chapelhillumc.org
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